
Jason Davis is the morning keynote speaker on Aug. 16 on the 
topic of Reimagining Justice. As a peace advocate, author, 
poet, gang specialist and mental health advocate, Davis travels 
the world to educate society about the experiences of gang 
members and the consequences of communities that suffer 
from social isolation. His influence as a high-ranking gang 
member has allowed him to assist communities in addressing 
gang-related violence. Currently, he is the Family Engagement 
Specialist/Crisis Intervention Specialist for Living Redemption 
Youth Opportunity Hub in Harlem, N.Y.  

During the afternoon of Aug. 16, Isael Torres will share his 
thoughts on the topic of Culturally Relevant Teaching and the 
importance of offering educational justice for youth and the 
community. Torres holds a master’s degree from the University 
of Utah. He centers his academic and professional focus on 
issues of social justice and equity within systems of education 
and community organization. The founder of Utah Latinx Youth 
Symposium, a statewide program that creates mentoring 
pathways between high school students and young Latinx 
professionals in Utah, he also serves as an advisor to the 
student government of the University of Utah. 

Resilient, Responsive, Ready to Learn
Building Blocks of an Empowered Community

JASON DAVIS

ISAEL TORRES

August 16, 2019, 8am-4:30pm
August 17, 2019, 9am-1:00pm

Keynote Speaker Bios

BUILDING BLOCKS 
OF AN EMPOWERED COMMUNITYA C E

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES
RESILIENT • •RESPONSIVE READY TO LEARN

Golden Leaf Commons, Emporia, VA



Bob Nickles is a clinical social worker and program supervisor for the school-based 
services team at ChildSavers, in Richmond. Bob has lived in Virginia four years and 
hails from St. Louis prior to that. He often provides training and coaching for school 
staff and community partners regarding clinical topics, trauma, resilience, and self-
care.

Yolanda T. Richey is an early childhood consultant, with over 20 years experience 
in the field of Early Childhood Development. Yolanda has a Master’s Degree in Early 
Childhood Special Education and is endorsed at Level II in Infant Mental Health. 
She collaborates with various Early Childhood Initiatives, sharing the common goal 
of enhancing the lives of young children.  Currently, her work involves Program 
Coordination of the Higher Education Research Project through Virginia Early 
Childhood Foundation, coaching/technical assistance with Virginia Quality, and various 
professional development projects with Smart Beginnings Southeast and Child Care 
Aware of Central Virginia. She is also an adjunct professor in the Early Childhood 
Department at John Tyler Community College.  Yolanda hopes to share her passion for 
young children in such a way that it inspires all involved with them to take one small 
step towards what will eventually become BIG, positive changes!

John Richardson-Lauve is a licensed clinical social worker with over 25 years 
of experience working in the field of community mental health. He is committed 
to the support and strengthening of individuals and communities that struggle 
with adversity. His experience includes work with chronically mentally ill adults, 
substance abuse, residential youth care, foster care, and outpatient mental health. 
He has worked with homeless veterans in New York City, in a hospice home for 
those with HIV in the early stages of the AIDS crisis, and 6 years living together with 
his wife in a home with 8 teenage girls in foster care. He is an experienced trainer, 
lecturer and keynote presenter. He is the Director of Mental Health and Lead Trauma 
and Resilience Educator at ChildSavers, an outpatient mental health clinic which has 
served children and families in the Richmond community for over 90 years. He and 
his wife have a 12 year old son and have worked with over 50 children in foster care 
in their home.
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